University of Montana

ScholarWorks at University of Montana
University of Montana News Releases, 1928,
1956-present

University Relations

9-19-2005

UM launches conflict resolution program
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases

Let us know how access to this document benefits you.
Recommended Citation
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations, "UM launches conflict resolution program"
(2005). University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 1956-present. 19317.
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases/19317

This News Article is brought to you for free and open access by the University Relations at ScholarWorks at
University of Montana. It has been accepted for inclusion in University of Montana News Releases, 1928,
1956-present by an authorized administrator of ScholarWorks at University of Montana. For more information,
please contact scholarworks@mso.umt.edu.

The University of

Montana

U N IV E R S ITY R ELA TIO N S

• M ISSO U LA , M T 5 9 8 1 2

• 4 06 -2 4 3 -2 5 2 2

• FAX: 4 0 6 -2 4 3 -4 5 2 0

Sept. 19, 2005
Contact: Matt McKinney, director, UM Public Policy Research Institute, (406) 457-8475, or
Will Harmon, senior associate, UM Public Policy Research Institute, (406) 443-0231,
wharmon@ixi.net.
UM LAUNCHES CONFLICT RESOLUTION PROGRAM
MISSOULA Natural Resources Conflict Resolution, a new graduate-level certificate program at The
University of Montana, is attracting students from across campus.
The program, which offers students a working knowledge o f the theory and practice of
collaboration, consensus building and conflict resolution as they apply to natural resources and
the environment, is the first of its kind in the nation.
The premise underlying the program is that many resource decisions are best made
through inclusive, informed and deliberative public dialogue. In turn, this approach promotes
livable communities, a healthy environment and a vibrant economy.
Co-sponsored by UM ’s School o f Law, School o f Business Administration, College of
Forestry and Conservation, College of Arts and Sciences, and Graduate School, the program
draws students in diverse fields of study. Program participants this fall include students seeking
degrees in public administration, forest management, economics, law, environmental studies,
geography, society and conservation, and public and environmental health.
A graduate seminar, Advanced Natural Resources Conflict Resolution, is a flagship
course of the program this fall. The seminar operates on two parallel tracks - one focusing on
international environmental conflict resolution, the other on facilitation and mediation skills for
complex, multi-party public dialogues. Seminar students get hands-on experience working with
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stakeholders and the public to convene dialogues on a real-world issues.
The seminar features several prominent visiting fellows who will give guest lectures and
workshops. Following is a schedule of events that are open to the campus community:
■ Friday, Sept. 23: “ Facilitating Deliberative Dialogues.”
10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Room 18, Castles Center, UM School o f Law
Sandy Hodge, University of Missouri professor and one o f the lead instructors for
National Issues Forums at the Kettering Foundation, presents a workshop on moderating
deliberative dialogues.
■ Friday, Sept. 30: “Negotiating Global Environmental Treaties.”
3 to 5 p.m., Castles Center, UM School of Law
Lawrence Susskind, Ford Professor o f Urban and Regional Planning at the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology and founder of the Consensus Building Institute and the MIT-Harvard
Public Disputes Program, explores the history, status, future and dynamics o f negotiating
international environmental treaties.
■ Friday, Oct. 14: “Resolving Regional, Multinational, Bilateral Environmental
Disputes: The Case of Energy Development in the North Fork of the Flathead River.”
3 to 5 p.m., School of Law, Room 182
Rich Moy, chief of the water management bureau at the Montana Department of Natural
Resources, discusses the challenges of resolving regional, multinational disputes over natural
resources.
■ Friday, Oct. 21: “Comparative Approaches to Citizen Involvement.”
3 to 5 p.m., Castles Center, UM School of Law
Desmond Connor, professor at the School of Resource and Environment Management at
Simon Fraser University and an international consultant on public participation, examines the
legal regimes and strategies for citizen participation in public decision-making in several
countries throughout the world.
For more information, go online to http://www.umtpri.org or call Matt McKinney,
director of the UM Public Policy Research Institute, (406) 457-8475.
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